
After 11 conferences from November 
2005 to March 2017, the Smart and Sus-
tainable Campuses Conference (SSCC) 
has come to an end and will not be pro-
duced hereafter. The coordinators at the 
University of Maryland Sustainability Of-
fice, under the tremendous leadership of 
Scott Lupin and Aynsley Toews, informed 
the program development committee of 
the decision a few months ago.

APPA was one of the founding orga-
nizations of the conference—along with 
the University of Maryland, the U.S. EPA, 
NACUBO, SCUP, and others—and only 
UMD and APPA have been part of the 
conference throughout its duration. APPA 
contributed to the program planning and 
selection of conference presentations, and 
provided a valuable connection to the at-
tendees from the campus facilities side of 
the house.

It was our job not only to make those 
connections between the facilities and 
energy organization and the sustainabil-
ity, academic, and student stakeholders, 
but also to help our own APPA members 
break out of their silos and biases and em-
brace—or at least understand and provide 
assistance to—the important issues related 
to sustainability and environmental stew-
ardship. Many of you helped support SSCC 
over the years by attending the conference 
or supporting your staff members to at-
tend. Many of you also contributed articles 
to Facilities Manager, presentations to 
APPA, regional, or chapter conferences, 
and submitted best sustainability practices 
to APPA’s Sustainability Award or the Ef-
fective and Innovative Practices Award. 

We appreciate all your support and 
assistance, and we want it to continue 
and grow. We urge you to continue sup-
porting AASHE (the Association for the 
Advancement of Sustainability in Higher 
Education), Campus Sustainability Day, 
RecycleMania, the Green School listserv, 
the Climate Leadership Commitment, the 
APPA/NACUBO Key Facilities Metrics 

survey, and your local communities’ efforts 
to save energy and money, reduce the car-
bon footprint, create greater efficiencies, 
and develop student leaders for the future.

Sustainability and environmental stew-
ardship are not a fad that is on the wane. 
Think about what has been integrated into 
the fabric of our daily lives—through edu-
cation, politics, business, and more—that 
wasn’t there a dozen years ago. There’s 
more still to do.

KENTUCKY BECOMES NEWEST CHAPTER
WELCOME BLUEGRASS APPA!

On November 3, Northern Kentucky 
University hosted a meeting of about three 
dozen facilities professionals from insti-
tutions across the state to network and 
discuss the creation of a Kentucky chapter 
of APPA. By the end of the day, SRAPPA 
Immediate Past President Dan Wooten, 
Tennessee State University, had sworn in 
the new Bluegrass APPA Board of Direc-
tors. Congratulations to the new Bluegrass 
chapter!   
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About APPA
APPA promotes leadership in educational facilities for professionals 

seeking to build their careers, transform their institutions, and 
elevate the value and recognition of facilities in education.  

Founded in 1914, APPA provides members the opportunity to 
explore trends, issues, and best practices in educational facilities 

through research, publications, professional development,  
and credentialing. Formerly the Association of Physical Plant  

Administrators, APPA is the association of choice for more than 
13,000 educational facilities professionals at more than 1,500 learn-
ing institutions throughout the United States, Canada, and abroad.  

For more information, visit us at www.appa.org.
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